
   

 

COMMUNITY NEWS

WINTER 2024 
CITY OF ARCADIA NEWSLETTER 

 

 

 
City Council 
April A. Verlato, Mayor 
Michael Cao, Mayor Pro Tem 
Paul P. Cheng, Council Member 
Sharon Kwan, Council Member 
Eileen Wang, Council Member  

 
Gene Glasco, City Clerk 
Dominic Lazzaretto, City Manager  
City Council Meetings 

 Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the
 Council Chambers at City Hall. Meetings are

broadcast live on the City’s government
 access cable channel - AT&T channel 99 and

Charter Communications digital channel 
 15-257. Meetings are also available for

 viewing from the City website.  
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SEPTEMBER 2020

In September 2020, the Bobcat Fire swept across the San Gabriel Mountains, 
swelling to over 116,000 acres. Thanks to incredible �re�ghting e�orts, no structures 
were damaged in Arcadia, but the blaze left behind scarred slopes on the hillside 
above Wilderness Park. The damage from the �re only worsened from heavy winter 
rains that followed annually from 2021 through 2023, forcing Wilderness Park into a 
multi-year closure and leaving many wondering when this beloved space will 
reopen in Arcadia.

Wilderness Park: The Road to Recovery

Post-wild�re, vegetation 
takes three to �ve years  
to recover and prevent 
devastating mud�ows 
caused by rainfall on 

loose soil.

The Aftermath of a Signi�cant Rainy Season

JANUARY 2023

Before the hillsides above 
Wilderness Park could 
recover from the �re, 

rainstorms in December 
unleashed eight feet of mud, 
boulders, and debris, burying 
paths, picnic areas, trees, and 

structures.

Protective barriers were 
installed to prevent 

additional damage, but 
were no match for the 

rainstorms, where water 
was moving nearly 30 mph 
down the hillside, adding 

�ve more feet of mud.

What has been done to repair Wilderness Park?
In early 2023, Los Angeles County Public Works began removing mud, trees, and 
debris that was collected in the debris basin. Currently, a conveyor belt is set up in 
Wilderness Park for sediment removal from the Santa Anita Dam. Once the sediment 
removal is complete, Arcadia will decide on the most e�ective cleanup approach. 
Debris removal and the park reopening will remain a challenge until the County 
repairs the bridge at Wilderness Park and the sediment conveyor belt is removed, 
which is not scheduled for completion until 2025. 

Continued on page 2
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Download the Arcadia Transit App 
Passio GO! 

Then, select City of Arcadia as the 
transit system to view.

Apple App Store Google Play Store

DECEMBER 2021

City of Arcadia



Once the debris is cleared out, the restoration journey for 
Wilderness Park begins, and you’re invited to be a part of it! You’ll 
have the chance to share your input on various aspects of the 
park, including layout, natural elements, walking paths, and 
more.

CITY OF ARCADIA IS NOW 
ON INSTAGRAM!

@ArcadiaCAGov

ArcadiaCA.gov/WildernessPark

Tackling a cleanup project this large requires the collaboration of 
numerous agencies and comes with a multi-million dollar price 
tag, making it impossible for the City to take this on alone.

Thank you for your patience and continued support as we work 
to make Wilderness Park a safer and more enjoyable space for 
everyone.

The goal is to create a space that not only restores the park’s 
natural beauty, but also minimizes the risk of signi�cant damage 
by future natural disasters.

To stay up to date on the restoration of Wilderness Park, visit:

Arcadia is relying on agencies such as the State’s O�ce of 
Emergency Services (CalOES) and the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) for �nancial support to help with 
debris removal and repairs, estimated to cost between $4.0 and 
$7.0 million. Obtaining this level of federal and state support 
lengthens the process, but helps divert costs from Arcadia 
taxpayers.
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We Need Your Help!

What will it cost to restore Wilderness Park? 

Stay Connected

WILDERNESS PARK
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DEBRIS FROM 
DECEMBER 2021 RAINSTORM

DEBRIS FROM 
2023 RAINSTORMS

In total, there’s nearly 27,000 cubic yards of 
debris in Wilderness Park. What does 27,000 
cubic yards look like?

ENOUGH TO FILL AN ENTIRE FOOTBALL 
FIELD HIGHER THAN THE GOAL POSTS

Senior of the Year
Do you know someone who 
contributes to the Arcadia 

community? Now is the chance 
to nominate them!

Submit a nomination 
by February 23

Scan to learn more 
& download a form or 
visit ArcadiaCA.gov/50
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No Dumping Fats, Oils, & Grease (FOGs)

What To Do with FOGs Instead 
• Used FOGs can be properly disposed of by pouring or scraping into a 

sealable container and placed into the black trash cart. 
• Wipe pots, pans, and dishes with dry paper towels before rinsing or 

washing them, then throw away the paper towels in the black trash cart.

Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOGs) come from meat 
fats in food scraps, cooking oil, shortening, lard, 
butter, margarine, gravy, and food products such 
as mayonnaise, salad dressings, and sour cream. 
FOGs should never be poured down the drain as 
they create blockages in pipes and can damage 

Tips to Keep your Organics Cart Clean
Since January 2022, SB 1383 requires all residents and businesses to 
recycle organic waste like food scraps and lawn clippings in the 
organics cart. Organic waste should be placed in the cart without any 
plastic bags or compostable bags. This can be downright yucky, so 
here are some tips to reduce the “yuck”: 

• LINE IT – Line your cart with newspaper or paper bags. 
• LAYER IT – Use leaves and other yard waste as a layer between food 

waste. 
• STORE IT – To reduce odors and pests, keep your cart in a shady, 

ventilated area. 
• SET IT OUT – Set your cart out on trash day, even if it isn’t full. 
• RINSE IT – Rinse out cart with a water and vinegar solution and let 

dry before using.

1
SCRAPE IT

2
CAN IT

 

3
TRASH IT

 
 

Put in a sealable 
container 

Wipe FOG from 
pots, pans, and 
dishes with dry 
paper towels 

Place into black 
trash cart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Housing Rights Center
The Housing Rights Center (HRC) o�ers Arcadia tenants and property 
owners free fair housing services, including housing discrimination 
investigation, landlord/tenant counseling, and up-to date information 
on housing issues like evictions and allowable rent increases. The HRC 
also o�ers in-person clinics at various locations in the San Gabriel 
Valley, with no appointment needed. 

sewer lines, leading to unwanted back �ow of wastewater in homes 
and businesses. Consequently, exposure to untreated wastewater is a 
public-health hazard.

HOUSINGRIGHTSCENTER.ORG 
Email: info@housingrightscenter.org
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Gilb Museum of Arcadia Heritage

2024

Year of the Dragon

Join the Gilb 
Museum in this 
year’s Red 
Envelope Exhibit, 
featuring 
envelopes 
decorated by the 
community. 

Exhibit from February 3 to April 6

What do you think of when you think of home? Your 
grandmother’s house? Your pets? Your room? A country? 

A landmark?

Join this year’s photography contest! Accepting 
submissions: March 5 – 30 

1st, 2nd, 3rd, & honorable mention winners will be 
announced at the reception. 

Opening Reception: April 27 at 10:30 a.m.

Exhibit: April 27 – July 20

Visit ArcadiaCA.gov/Museum for more details. 


